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though in the Spring it was necessary to sow three
times by reason of white frosts and worms.

In short, those of our village told me, ‘‘ If thou
hadst not returned, the trade with the French was
lost for us; for the Algonquains and even the Hurons
of the other villages, threatened us with death if we
went there on account of the murder of Brulé; but
now we shall go to trade without fear.”” I was occu-
pied some two weeks in visiting the villages, and
bringing together, at much expense and trouble, all
our party, who landed here and there, and who, not
knowing [146] the language, could only have found
us out after much toil. It is true that one of our men
was able to come without any other address than
these two words, Eckhom, lhonatiria, which are my
name and that of our village. Among all the French
I do not find any who had more trouble than Father
Davost and Baron; the Father from the wicked treat-
ment of his Savages, Baron from the length of the
journey. He occupied forty days on the road; often
he was alone with a Savage, paddling in a canoe very
large and very heavily laden. He had to carry all
his packages himself; he had narrow escapes three
or four times in the torrents; and, to crown his diffi-
culties, much of his property was stolen. Truly, to
come here much strength and patience are needed;
and he who thinks of coming here [147] for any other
than God, will have made a sad mistake.

Jean Nicolet,® in the voyage that he made with us
as far as the Island, suffered also all the hardships
of one of the most robust Savages. Being at last all
gathered together, we decided to dwell here at Zkona-
tirza, and to build here our cabin, for the following
reasons: First, after having earnestly recommended



